
GOVERNORS' ANNUAL STATEMENT 2015/16 

 

 

This has been a busy year in which to be a governor at Woodmancote School. In addition to the 

statutory requirements on us to monitor, support and challenge the school we have been much 

occupied by all the issues arising from the major building project due to be completed this summer. 

Our friendly and efficient team of architects, planners, builders (and those in charge of the finances) 

has worked tirelessly on our behalf so that when school returns in September the oldest pupils (Year 

6) will find themselves in large, light new classrooms fully equipped for the delivery of a 21
st
 

Century curriculum.  

 

The staff have not been forgotten: to the east of the front entrance the offices and staffroom are 

being extended too. The cramped conditions endured by the occupants of these rooms were simply 

not acceptable and they can now look forward to a larger car-park, better accommodation, an 

improved kitchen area and more lavatories – long overdue. We should like to thank the staff for 

their understanding and good humour as, earlier than expected, they packed their possessions and 

equipment into boxes and transferred them to odd corners for the duration of the build. 

 

We are well aware of the impact of this project on our neighbours, most of whom have been very 

supportive. The arrival of a new bus route on May 1 took everybody by surprise and exacerbated an 

already difficult situation twice a day in Britannia Way. It has been difficult for everybody and the 

governors have monitored matters very carefully, liaising with residents, the bus company, the 

police and, above all, with the Highways Department – the only body with any power to change 

things, even temporarily.  

 

We all hope that in September, when two entrances are once again open to pupils, the enlarged car-

park is available and the bus timetable has become established and familiar, that life will settle 

down for everybody. 

 

None of this has stopped the annual round of the educational year with lessons, sporting fixtures, 

concerts, plays, outings, residential trips and visitors from other countries.  These are all activities 

supported and attended by the governors who are committed to helping Woodmancote School 

educate its pupils in the widest sense of the word. The school is fortunate to have such a willing 

group of committed volunteers and we are all looking forward to a slightly quieter year next year – 

possibly! 

 

Linda Armitage 

Helen Claridge 

Mark Darwin 

Terry Davis 

Andrew Hiscock 

Sheila Johnson 

John Musgrave 

Gill Saunders 

Clare Spiller 

Simon Storrie 

Sarah Badham 

Richard Hoyle 

Becky Meadows 

 

John Musgrave and Helen Claridge retired as governors during the course of the year and we thank 

them for their committed service. 


