
 

 

 

Newsletter 13. 13th March 2020 

 

Coronavirus 

 

With cases continuing to rise, the 

Government issued additional measures 

yesterday. As a school we will be subject to 

whatever the government decides, but 

would like to outline for parents what our 

response will be in terms of learning and 

support. 

 

We have developed a Policy that captures, 

not only the advice form Government, but 

our response if necessary.  Please take time 

to read it through. Thank you 

 

 

 

There is currently no vaccine to prevent 

COVID-19. The best way to prevent infection 

is to avoid being exposed to the virus. 

There are general principles anyone can 

follow to help prevent the spread of 

respiratory viruses, including: 

 washing your hands often - with soap and 

water, or use alcohol sanitiser if 

handwashing facilities are not available. 

This is particularly important after taking 

public transport 

 covering your cough or sneeze with a 

tissue, then throwing the tissue in a bin. 

See Catch it, Bin it, Kill it 

 people who feel unwell should stay at 

home and should not attend work or any 

education or childcare setting 

 pupils, students, staff and visitors should 

wash their hands: 

 before leaving home 

 on arrival at school 

 after using the toilet 

 after breaks and sporting activities 

 

 

 before food preparation 

 before eating any food, including 

snacks 

 before leaving school 

 use an alcohol-based hand sanitiser that 

contains at least 60% alcohol if soap and 

water are not available 

 avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth 

with unwashed hands 

 avoid close contact with people who are 

unwell 

 clean and disinfect frequently touched 

objects and surfaces 

 if you are worried about your symptoms 

or those of a child or colleague, please 

call NHS 111. Do not go directly to your 

GP or other healthcare environment 

 see further information on the Public 

Health England Blog and the NHS UK 

website. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-

covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-

about-covid-19 

 

Filing Cabinets 

 

We have 2 filing cabinets, free to anybody 

who can collect. Available until Tuesday! 

Please call the office if you are interested. 

 

Forgotten Items 

 

Due to the volume of children who do not bring 

in Forest School / PE kit and sometimes 

homework on the correct day we will no longer 

be making phone calls home to ask parents to 

bring items in. Please try to encourage your 

children to bring in these items when they are 

required. Thank you. 

 

https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/101/resources/5016
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/01/23/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-what-you-need-to-know/
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/01/23/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
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Sports Spring 2020 Report 

Our aim at Woodmancote School is to 

encourage children to enjoy all aspects of PE 

and sport, whether it is competitive or non-

competitive, individual or team based. This 

helps our children to play or participate in 

sports and remain active throughout their 

lives, which has many benefits both to their 

health, well-being and social lives. So far this 

Spring Term, with this aim in mind, we have 

participated in a number of sporting events. 

 

KS1 Panathlon - 11/2/20 

Recently, seven representatives of 

Woodmancote School took part in the first 

ever Panathlon event in Cheltenham for 

children in Key Stage 1. 

The event, organised via our MoveMore 

membership, is run by the The Panathlon 

Challenge. This is a national charity which 

provides sporting opportunities for over 

17,500 young people each year. It is an event 

that promotes inclusivity in sport and gives 

children a chance to represent our school in a 

fun, relaxed atmosphere. 

The activities undertaken were Basketball, 

Boccia Blast, New Age Kurling, Parachute 

Popcorn, Table Cricket, Flight path, Bean Bag 

Throw and Polybat. 

Our team of Logan, Amelia-Rose, Jenson, 

Phoebe, Ella H, Artemis and Ben P were a 

credit to our school. From the moment they 

boarded the minibus, all the way through the 

activities, to the time they stepped back into 

school, they beamed with pride and 

excitement. It was a pleasure to see the 

children give their absolute best in everything 

they undertook. 

The team came 4th out of 8 teams and left 

with medals, t-shirts, certificates and great 

memories. Well done children you were 

incredible! 

Year 3&4 Gymnastics Competition Medal 

Blitz!  

On Thursday 30th January, our team of six 

children competed in the annual Year 3 & 4 

Cheltenham Schools gymnastics competition 

at Rowan Gymnastics Club. Teams from ten 

Cheltenham schools took part. After the 

routines were completed, we were delighted 

to discover that Zephie was awarded a 

bronze medal for vault and Izzy and Millie 

were awarded silver medals for floor. The 

competition and standard of the gymnastics 

was very high and our team were simply a 

credit to Woodmancote School. In fact, we 

came third overall and picked up the team 

bronze medal! Well done girls! 

A BIG thank you must particularly go to Mrs 

Burrows 

for giving 

up her own 

time to 

coach the 

team to 

such a high 

standard.  
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Year 1 & 2 Gymnastics Competition 

Following on from the success of our Year 3 

& 4 team on the previous week, a team of six 

children represented Woodmancote School in 

the Year 1 & 2 competition.  

The girls were competing for our school for 

the first time and overcame nerves, 

excitement and a huge viewing audience to 

simply give their absolute best 

performances. They were AWESOME. After 

all nine schools had competed, Matilda & Zoe 

picked up two bronze medals for their floor 

routines. I wish they could have all received 

a medal for their performances but it wasn’t 

to be…this year! 

Year 5&6 Gymnastics Competition – Team 

& Individual Success  

On Thursday 

13th February, it was 

the turn of our Year 

5&6 team to compete 

in the annual Year 5 & 

6 Cheltenham Schools 

gymnastics 

competition. Like the 

Year 3&4 team 

before them, we were 

delighted to come away with a team bronze 

and two individual medals for vault. Neve was 

awarded the bronze medal and Ava a silver 

medal for some great vaulting. The standard 

of the gymnastic skills and routines and 

vaults were again very high. This was the last 

time five of the girls would represent 

Woodmancote School at gymnastics and I 

would like to say a BIG thank you for all their 

hard work and commitment over the years.  

 

 

 

Inclusive Indoor Non-Stop Cricket Festival 

On 25th February, a 

team of ten children 

from Year 4 & 6 took 

part in a new event 

for our school. 

Inclusive Indoor Non-

Stop Cricket, 

organised by 

Movemore and 

Gloucestershire 

Cricket Club, involves 

two teams playing 

indoor cricket against 

each other. Each team bat and field for 10 

minutes. A batsman can only score a 

maximum of 

15 runs 

before they 

let another 

player bat. 

Basically, the 

game is 

NON_STOP 

and our children were brilliant showing lots 

of energy and great teamwork. They were on 

the ‘go’ for six twenty minute games! 

The inclusive festival meant that it was an 

opportunity for many children who have not 

represented the school to play in a sports 

event for Woodmancote School. At the end 

of a great day, there were no medals for 

first, second or third but ALL the children 

were considered winners! They had all learnt 

a new sport, new skills and showed excellent 

aspects of sportsmanship throughout the 

day. Well done Team Woodmancote!  
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Cheltenham Schools Cross Country League 

Recently, our Cross 

Country runners 

competed in their 

final event of the 

Cheltenham Schools 

League at 

Cheltenham College.  

Our runners from Years 

3, 4 , 5 & 6, raced 

against teams from 23 

other Cheltenham 

Schools. After all the 

results from all three 

races were added 

together, the top ten 

children for each 

category were selected to represent 

Cheltenham in the Gloucestershire Schools 

event. Unfortunately, we didn’t have anyone 

from our squad selected. HOWEVER, for the 

first time in thirteen years, we did have two 

boys in Year 6 in the top 20! A huge well 

done to Zak (12th overall) and Dexter (19th 

overall).  

All the children have worked so hard in all 

their races regardless of the weather 

conditions or competition. Every time they 

race, they give their best and run with 

determination, perseverance and a smile!  

Overall, the Girls team finished 11th and the 

Boys 8th! Well done Team Woodmancote. 

Football 

Since September, 33 different children 

from across Y4, 5 and 6 have been involved 

with football club. Our aim, as a school, was 

that everyone in the club got to experience a 

competitive game. All those from Y5 and Y6, 

in the club, played a League match for the A 

Team.  

 

Woodmancote ‘A’ finished top of their group 

and advanced to the final stages, where we 

finished 3rd. The ‘B’ Team won all of their 

games bar one which they drew with 

Winchcombe ‘A’. Finally, the Y4 team kept up 

the tradition of winning the local Cleeve 

Cluster tournament back in October. Hayden 

B and Jude F were the most improved 

players for the ‘B’ and ‘A’ Teams respectively.  

 

It has been a learning curve for Mr Guest 

but I know he wanted to extend his thanks 

to all the parental support, especially John 

Constance, who made the increased numbers 

of children possible. Looking ahead to next 

year, we are going to try and go one better 

and bring home a trophy! 
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Recycling 

Since the New Year Woodmancote School 
has been trying to improve its food waste 
recycling. As well as recycling our waste 
from lunch times, we are now recycling the 
food waste from snack times. Alfie Dunn 
and Meredith Williams(Y4) spent a 
morning looking at how much food waste 
we are now recycling a week. They worked 
out that a full bin weighs 51kg and an 
empty bin weighs 11kg. With the 4 bins we 
have around school, they have estimated 
that we now recycle 160kg of waste each 
week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 

1st April Year 4 Play 

Wind in the Willows 

2pm Performance 

6.30pm 

2nd  Year 4 Play 

Wind in the Willows 

6.30pm Performance 

2nd  Last day of Term 4 

3rd  INSET day for staff 

20th  First day of Term 5 

20th-22nd 

April 

Year 4 Residential to the 

Forest of Dean 

 

 

Midday Supervisor Vacancies 

Our school is looking for enthusiastic and well 

organised Midday Supervisors to work daily 

from 12.15 to 1.15pm (fewer days may be 

possible for the right candidate). 

Please apply by completing the standard 

Gloucestershire County Council application 

form and return it, with a letter of 

application, to Mrs Rosie Williams 

sbm@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk. 

More details and an application form can be 

found on the school website 

https://woodmancoteschool.co.uk/current-

vacancies/ 

Woodmancote School is committed to 

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 

children and young people, and expects all 

staff, and volunteers, to share the same 

commitment. This position is subject to an 

enhanced DBS check. 

mailto:sbm@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk
https://woodmancoteschool.co.uk/current-vacancies/
https://woodmancoteschool.co.uk/current-vacancies/
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