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Woodmancote School and Little Chestnuts  
 

Coronavirus Action Plan 

 

Designated Member of Staff G Tucker 

Committee with responsibility Safeguarding 

Date of Issue March 2020 

Frequency of Review Annually or as needed 

Next Review February 2021 

  

Issue Number Issue Date Summary of Changes 

1 March 2020 New Policy 

 

Government Coronavirus action plan 

The Coronavirus action plan has recently been launched. This document sets out 

what the UK as a whole has done to tackle the Coronavirus (COVID-19), and 

what it plans to do next. 

The action plan can be found 

here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan 

The document includes: 

·         what we know about the virus and the disease it causes 

·         how we have planned for an infectious disease outbreak, such as the 

current coronavirus outbreak 

·         the actions we have taken so far in response to the current coronavirus 

outbreak 

·         what we are planning to do next, depending upon the course the current 

coronavirus outbreak takes 

·         the role the public can play in supporting this response, now and in the 

future 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan
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Current advice remains in place: No school or Pre-School should close in 

response to a suspected (or confirmed) COVID-19 case unless advised to do so 

by Public Health England. (March 10th 2020) 

The importance of hygiene 

Personal hygiene is the most important way we can tackle COVID-19, especially 

washing hands more; and the catch it, bin it, kill it strategy for those with 

coughs and sneezes. 

Please help us in sharing simple and effective hand hygiene messages. 

https://twitter.com/NHSuk/status/1235112744917049346 

Public Health England has a dedicated webpage with a range of posters and 

digital materials at: 

https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/101-coronavirus-

/resources 

Department for Education Coronavirus helpline 

This is a new helpline to answer questions about COVID-19 related to education. 

Staff, parents and young people can contact the helpline as follows: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 

 

Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday) 

Where to find the latest information 

Updates on COVID-19: 

·         https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

Guidance for educational settings: 

·         https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-

settings-about-covid-19 

Travel advice for those travelling and living overseas: 

·         https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus 

 

https://twitter.com/NHSuk/status/1235112744917049346
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/101-coronavirus-/resources
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/101-coronavirus-/resources
mailto:DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus
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Going Forward 
As a school and Little Chestnuts, we appreciate that any decision made by the 

government to shut school and Little Chestnuts will have an immediate impact on 

families who work. As such, we have discussed what steps we can realistically 

take to support parents if the decision is made to shut school and Little 

Chestnuts during term time.  At the same time, we have made plans for staying 

open and taking additional measures to delay the spread of the virus. 

We do have several members of the school and Little Chestnuts community who 

do fall within the at risk group, so whilst not wanting to be alarmist, we do need 

to take the spread of the virus seriously. 

Current Measures 
 All visitors to the school and Little Chestnuts are asked to use the hand 

gel on the front desk before they sign in. 

 Additional handwash and tissues have been put in each class 

 Our Cleaning Contractor has issued new guidelines to all cleaners about 

cleaning surfaces throughout the school and Little Chestnuts 

 All children are asked to wash hands throughout the day, including, when 

they arrive in the morning and when they have been outside. 

How you can help 
It is impractical for the school and Little Chestnuts to routinely check each 

child’s temperature, but if you suspect your child has a raised temperature (at 

or above 38), please take their temperature and inform the school or Little 

Chestnuts and keep your child at home for a week. 

If they develop a new cough, please keep them at home.  If their symptoms get 

worse, please phone 111 or go online to https://111.nhs.uk/ 

Please inform the school or Little Chestnuts if you self-isolate because of 

showing signs of the virus. 

Communication of decision to shut 
The Government’s decision to shut the school and Little Chestnuts will be 

conveyed to parents via Teachers 2 Parents, via text. An email version of this 

policy will also be distributed at the same time. 

 

https://111.nhs.uk/
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Learning Support 
Reading Books 

2 Scheme books per Key Stage 1 child 

Key Stage 2 children should have two books from their classroom and should aim 

to read for at least an hour a day. 

Workbooks and Worksheets 

Year 6 children already have a range of books. The Class teachers will DoJo 

messages regarding which pages the children should do and will then post 

answer pages after a few days. 

Key Stage 2 teachers will post work on Class Story. It will be the decision of 

parents as to whether their child completes this. However, work will need to be 

marked by the parent. 

On-line material 

Timetable Rockstars (Yr2-6) www.ttrockstars.com 

Use log ins given out by class teachers 

 

Numbots (Rec and Yr 1)  www.playnumbots.com 

Use log ins given out by class teachers 

 

Phonics     www.phonicsplay.co.uk or www.phonicsbloom.com 

Both of these websites have free interactive resources 

Pastoral Support 
https://www.stmichaelsbishopscleeve.co.uk/north-cotswold-foodbank 

We are aware that several families use the Foodbank at St Michael’s. They have 

indicated that they will endeavour to stay open. However, this depends upon the 

number of volunteers they have available. If you do need vouchers, please speak 

to Mrs McNamee as soon as possible so that you have vouchers for the time 

that school and Little Chestnuts may be shut. 

 

http://www.ttrockstars.com/
http://www.playnumbots.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.stmichaelsbishopscleeve.co.uk/north-cotswold-foodbank
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Early Help 
https://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/home.page 

On-going communication with parents 
If the school and Little Chestnuts is closed, Mr Tucker, the Headteacher will 

send out a weekly update via Teachers2Parents and any updates will also appear 

on the school and Little Chestnuts’ website. 

We politely ask all parents to follow information form Public Health England 

with regards to any changes to mass closures. 

Residential Trips 
Year 4 and Year 6 children are due to go to Dean Fields and Whitemoor Lake in 

the coming months. We will obviously liaise with both centres and inform 

parents of any updates as soon as we know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/home.page
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Questions and Answers  
 

What additional measures are the school and Little Chestnuts taking? 

 All visitors to the school and Little Chestnuts are asked to use the hand gel on the front 

desk before they sign in. 

 Additional handwash and tissues have been put in each class. 

 Our Cleaning Contractor has issued new guidelines to all cleaners about cleaning surfaces 

throughout the school and Little Chestnuts 

 All children are asked to wash hands throughout the day, including, when they arrive in 

the morning and when they have been outside. 

What about school and Little Chestnuts trips and residentials? 

 At the current time, our providers are open and we are planning to still run school and 

Little Chestnuts trips. The advice may change in the coming weeks and we will keep all 

parents informed, especially those with children in Year 4 and Year 6. 

Can I keep my child at home with me even if they are showing no signs of the illness and 

will this be authorised? 

 The current pandemic is a totally new situation for us and the country and we will 

continue to take the Government’s advice. At the present time, the advice we are 

receiving is that it is not necessary for parents to keep their children out of school or 

Little Chestnuts if they or the child show no signs of the virus. If you have any 

concerns, please contact the Headteacher, head@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk 

 If any parent of a vulnerable child chooses to do this, the school will not take any 

further action. 

My child is due to sit Year 2 and Year 6 SATs. What is going to happen about sitting 

them? 

 At the time of writing, these are due to go ahead as planned.  

If staff are off ill, how will the school and Little Chestnuts cover my child’s class? 

 We will use our own supply bank of teachers or if necessary, an outside agency. The 

welfare and safety of all children is paramount and if a significant number of staff are 

off ill and supply staff are unavailable, we may need to either double up classes (which is 

not ideal) or have to close for a set period of time. 

If a member of the school or Little Chestnuts community is diagnosed as having Covid 19, 

what will the school do? 

 The school and Little Chestnuts will not act independently and will follow the advice 

from Public Health England (PHE). It may mean a temporary school and Little Chestnuts 

closure whilst there is a deep clean.  

 Parents and other members of the school and Little Chestnuts community will be 

informed that someone within the community has contracted Coronavirus. 

mailto:head@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk

