
 

 

Newsletter 24. 24th April 2020 

 

 
In school Provision 

Can we remind parents again that we are not 

in the position to provide snacks or 

breakfast for children coming into school 

from 8am. If you want to supply us with 

snacks, cereals, etc, we will gratefully 

receive them and ensure that we use them. 

Some children have been coming in to school 

without breakfast in recent weeks. 

Thankyou for your cooperation. 

 

Learning at Home 

It is important that we continually evaluate 

how best to support you and your child at 

home. Teachers have spent time evaluating 

what is availabe and have now reached a point 

where they can share further resources with 

you.  There is a focus on Maths and Reading, 

but teachers are also coming up with other 

activities and posting them on Class DoJo or 

giving you links below. 

 

However, we are also very much aware that 

some parents do not have access to the 

internet or devices for children to learn on. 

Please message your child’s teacher if this is 

the case as we need to ensure equal access 

to everyone. 

 

The present lockdown will cause further gaps 

in attainment and progress between 

different groups of children. We now need to 

turn our attention to addressing this, but do 

need to know from you the issues you are 

facing.  

 

In a week’s time, we will also be conducting a 

survey of how home learning is going in order 

that we can further enhance our provision.  

Please look out for the link to survey monkey. 

 

Home Learning-Maths  

We are changing the way in which we set the 

daily maths lesson so we can offer you the 

best way for you to support your child’s 

maths learning at home.    

From  Monday 27th April you will be able to 

access maths lessons at White Rose Home 

Learning   

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/ 

There are 5 lessons set each week with an 

activity sheet to accompany the lesson – 

children can work from the screen and write 

answers on paper to save any printing at 

home. Each lesson comes with a short 

video/tutorial clearly showing you and your 

child how to complete the work. 

Your teacher will continue to be in 

communication with you each day. Arithmetic 

practice will still be set daily by your 

teacher.  

You may also want to look at BBC Bitesize, 

which is also available and has a range of 

lessons and fun learning games and activities. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary 

Message from Mrs Dodwell 

As a parent of a year 2 child and a year 4 

child, I can absolutely sympathise with you if 

you are finding home learning a struggle, I 

am certainly not finding it easy! However, I 

have used the White Rose Home Learning 

with my children and I have found it to be 

very manageable and easy to use. Each week, 

there are 5 lessons and a follow up learning 

task for the children to complete. There are 

videos for each of the lessons that teach the 

mathematical concepts, using visual 

representations similar to what we would use 

at school. There is also an answer sheet 

which is very useful if you haven’t come 

across some of the maths concepts for a 

while!   

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary


 

2 
 

Home Learning-Reading 

Rising Stars Reading Planets 

We are moving to online reading books as 

changing school reading books is currently 

not possible.  You will have a Parent’s guide 

attached to this newsletter. Hard copies will 

be available from the school for parents who 

want one. 

 

Please look out for information from your 

child’s class teacher.  It is undoubtedly very 

difficult for us to constantly monitor your 

child’s reading progress under the 

circumstances. However, this scheme allows 

for continual assessment through various 

activities.  When we return to school at a 

later date it is important that we know 

where your child is in terms of their reading 

ability, so I would urge everyone to engage in 

this as much as possible.  If you need 

support or advice, please do contact your 

child’s teacher. If access to the internet is a 

problem, please contact me directly. 

 

Pyjamarama 

On Friday 1st May, The Book Trust is holding 

a "Pyjamarama Day" to celebrate the 

bedtime story and reading together. If your 

child is in school that day, they are more 

than welcome to come in the Pyjamas and the 

theme of the day will be reading.  If your 

child is not in school, but would still like to 

take part, please feel free to send in a photo 

of them reading in their pyjamas and we will 

all celebrate the joy of reading remotely! 

 

Home Learning-Science 

Some of you will have seen that I have added 

a little science to each class dojo page. I am 

just aware that sometimes we need a little 

inspiration. The activities I have added are 

either linked to the science unit the children 

should be doing in school, a refresher on 

something they have done or are just for 

fun. I will try and suggest things that require 

few resources. I love getting feedback from 

you all and want to stress that they are not 

compulsory, these are not gaps we expect 

you to fill I will manage our curriculum when 

we get back to school in order to do this. 

There are also some lovely ideas on the 

'STEM at home' website and as ever the BBC 

bitesize and home learning activities are 

wonderful. Email me if you have any 

questions. Thank you, Mrs Holding 

 

Home learning support for families | STEM 

Home Learning-History 

VE Day 

With Victory in Europe day 75 years ago, we 

would like to mark the occasion with a little 

activity that we hope many of you will join in.  

We would like your child to decorate/paint a 

rock in the colours of red, white and blue. 

Then could they leave it outside the front 

gate of the school.  

 

In addition, you are invited to tie a red, 

white or blue ribbon on the school gates. 

Hopefully, by the end, it will be a wash of 

colour and be an inspiring sight for those who 

walk by.  You can start dropping them off in 

the run up to May 9th but the deadline is 

May 8th. Then, on May 9th, we invite you all to 

walk down and have a look, whilst following 

government guidelines! 

Mr Guest  

 

Home Learning-French 

If your children have time, these websites 

are the best I have found for revising 

French topics in a fun and accessible way. 

BBC bitesize French clips  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z39d7ty   

(a range of engaging video clips on basic 

topics eg numbers, at school, stories, poems 

and songs, culture and places) 

Crickweb French online games  

http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2french.html   

(interactive games on a range of topics eg 

numbers, colours, classroom objects)  

Mrs Hubbard  

https://www.stem.org.uk/home-learning?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_term=&utm_content=Button%3A%20Home%20learning%20resources&utm_campaign=Resend%20of%20Home%20learning%20activities%20update%2009.04.2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z39d7ty
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2french.html
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Contact Details 

 

Mr Tucker 

head@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk 

Obviously we are entering a critical stage 

when you may have news that you need to 

convey to me as soon as possible. In these 

circumstances, please contact me personally. 

Please contact Mr Tucker for any queries 

relating to 

 Social Workers and social care 

 Safeguarding generally 

 Family bereavements 

 Financial hardship 

 Internet access 

 

Mrs Badham 

sbadham@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk 

Please contact Mrs Badham for any queries 

relating to  

 The curriculum and learning 

 

Ms Phoenix 

senco@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk 

Please contact Ms Phoenix with any queries 

relating to 

 Children with SEN or Disability 

Needs 

 

Mrs Williams 

admin@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk 

Please contact Mrs Wiliams if you have any 

queries relating to 

 Childcare for Key Workers or 

children with Social workers 

 Free School Meals 

 Little Chestnuts 

 Woodpeckers 
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