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Thank you to everyone who has placed a 

stone or ribbon outside the school this week 

to mark 75 years since VE day. If you have 

not already done so, you may want to share 

the event with your children via this link.  

 

Thank you to 

everyone who 

took the time to 

paint a stone or 

tie a ribbon to 

mark VE day. 

 

It is important 

that our 

children, despite 

the current 

situation, do not 

forget the 

sacrifice and 

hardships endured by others to ensure that 

Britain remained free 75 years ago.  

 

Next Steps 

We are awaiting an announcement by the PM 

this weekend, as to what the next steps will 

be in schooling. In the meantime, we continue 

to review and evaluate our current provision 

and look for new ways in which we can 

support you with your child’s learning. 

 

Many of you will have engaged with the 

activities posted by your child’s teacher over 

the last term. As I have said previously, we 

know that parents and children engage with 

the learning in different ways. We know that 

getting into a constant battle with children 

to do work is not beneficial to family life and 

as such, please take all our suggestions for 

work and use as much or as little as you feel 

comfortable with. 

 

Reception and Year 1 Handwriting 

As you will be aware, we have been following 

a new cursive handwriting approach in 

Reception and Year 1 this year. We have 

been given a ‘home access’ account for 

parents so that the children can have a go at 

some of the activities they would normally do 

in school such as online tutorials and games 

as well as cursive letters, words and 

sentences to copy or trace.  

From next week, we will begin to set an 

additional handwriting task via Class Dojo on 

Wednesdays in Reception and Year 1. 

Reception and Year 1 Phonics 

The Dfe have recently released daily phonics 

lessons that may of use to whilst supporting 

your child at home. These are organised into 

three sessions for Reception and Year 1. 

Please contact your child’s class teacher if 

you are not sure which programme is most 

suitable.  

In addition to this, BBC Bitesize have 

‘Phonics Guides’ for each sound in Phase 2 

and Phase 3. These include a short video clip 

and some little games. Ideal for revising 

sounds learnt in school.  

A further email will be sent to parents in 

Reception and Year 1 with log in details and 

how to access the phonics lessons.  

Any questions, do please ask either a member 

of the English Team or your child’s class 

teacher. 

Mrs Baxter and Mr Williams  
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Years 2 to 6 

From Monday 11th May, there will be changes 

to how we set our English work.  We will be 

following the BBC Bitesize Daily Lessons for 

English as they include a variety of reading, 

writing and SPAG lessons which we think will 

be massively beneficial for the children. 

Like Maths, every day your child’s teacher 

will post the link to the lesson and give a 

brief explanation on what they will be doing. 

Fridays will no longer be the dedicated 

writing day as writing opportunities will be 

embedded throughout the BBC Bitesize 

week. 

Reading will continue on Rising Stars Reading 

Planet, but there will also be reading 

comprehension lessons built into the week on 

Bitesize.   

Year 2 and Year 6 teachers may decide to 

continue to provide reading comprehension 

booklets when they feel it is appropriate. 

If you have any questions, please contact one 

of the English Team or speak to your child’s 

teacher. 

Thank you, 

The English Team 

(Mrs Baxter, Mrs White, Mr Williams) 

Free School Meals 

Woodmancote serves a diverse community. 

In recent weeks we are aware that some of 

our families are finding the lockdown 

increasingly difficult in terms of work, pay 

and therefore paying for the essentials.  Mrs 

Grosvenor delivers over 35 FSM hampers 

every fortnight and more families are now 

seeking to claim Free School Meals. 

Some of our families also use the local 

Foodbank at St Michael’s. 

If you feel that you can support some of 

these families by donating foodstuffs or 

items such as shampoo, toothpaste, etc, 

there will be a box outside the school each 

day, into which you can drop donations.  

These will then be distributed to those 

families who need them.  Alternatively, keep 

the donations going to the Foodbank based 

at St Michael’s. 

It sometimes takes a great deal for a family 

to ask for help, so if you are aware of anyone 

finding things difficult at the moment, please 

email me. If you yourself, are unsure as to 

where to go for extra support, please 

contact me as well. I may not be able to help 

directly, but may be able to point you in the 

right direction or seek support on your 

behalf. 

This may be of interest to some of you. 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/health-

and-social-care/gloucestershire-welfare-

support-scheme 

Move More Schools Challenge - 6th-22nd 

May (inclusive) -  Competition amongst some 

Cheltenham Schools for families to record 

the number of miles they walk, jog or cycle in 

a day. If 4 people do the same walk the 

distance is multiplied by 4. So the more 

people that do it, the more points! Totals to 

be forwarded to 

rhoyle@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk asap 

after 22nd May. 

Any queries email Mr Hoyle. 

Move More Family Engagement Newsletters 

are being shared on whole school class dojo 

each week. Each newsletter has a different 

theme as follows:- 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/gloucestershire-welfare-support-scheme
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/gloucestershire-welfare-support-scheme
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/gloucestershire-welfare-support-scheme
mailto:rhoyle@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk
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1 - Family daily life during self isolation and 

social distancing 

2 - Active Special Time 

3 - How to support children when they are 

overwhelmed by negativity 

4 - Behaviour changes during self isolation 

and social distancing 

5 - Siblings 

6 - Fussy eating 

7 - Sleeping issues 

8 - Encouraging good habits 

9 - It's okay 

 

Staying in touch 

We hope that some of you have been able to 

accept calls from your child’s class teacher.  

Those children who are seen by their class 

teacher whilst at school, will not necessarily 

receive a call.  Phone calls will continue into 

next week, but I would welcome any 

feedback you may want to give. 

 

Refunds 

All payments made for the Y6 residential 

have this week been refunded to the card on 

which payment was made. 

Y4 swimming payments will be refunded 

during the next week. Thank you for your 

cooperation. 

 

Contact Details 

 

Mr Tucker 

head@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk 

 

Mrs Badham 

sbadham@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk 

 

Ms Phoenix 

senco@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk 

 

Mrs Williams 

admin@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk 

 

Thank you for your on-going support and 

we look forward to seeing you all again at 

some point. 

 

 

 

 

 
The next newsletter will be on Friday 15th May 
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