
 

 
Newsletter 28. 15th May 2020 

VERSION 2 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I had completed a newsletter to you all on 

Thursday evening, ready to inform you of 

how Woodmancote would implement the 

Government’s plan to get children back into 

school. 

Over the last 4 days, members of the Senior 

Leadership Team have worked tirelessly on 

planning for the two phase reopening of the 

school. We had liaised with local schools and 

developed a ‘Road Map’ that would see all 

children gradually return to school. 

However, late last night this was thrown into 

disarray, by a new planning guide from the 

Government. 

So, where I had hoped to give you some 

indication of how we were going to proceed, I 

have to apologise and say that we will need to 

further develop our plans over the weekend, 

so that we can publish them next week. 

 

However, I can say, that social distancing 

within a primary school cannot be 

guaranteed. We are all aware of how young 

children behave and despite the school 

following a range of measures, it will not be 

possible to keep all children ‘socially 

distanced’ from all other children at all 

times.  Please be mindful of this when making 

your decision about whether they return to 

school or not. 

Please look out for the two very short 

surveys that will be sent to you in the next 

few hours. It is really important that you 

respond to both of them by Monday. 

For now, nothing has changed at school. 

Only our key worker and vulnerable children 

will be attending. If you are being 

encouraged to return to work, I would ask 

you to get in touch with us via email. We will 

try our best to send out the relevant paper 

work which we need to ensure that you meet 

the critical worker and vulnerable pupil 

threshold as set out within the government 

guidance.  

Between now and the 1st June, staff will 

make plans for pupils in Reception, Y1 and Y6 

to possibly return from June 1st 2020. This 

is obviously very dependent on the latest 

government guidance and the continued 

checking of the rates of infection of COVID-

19.  

Any plans we make will obviously be subject 

to change  

These plans will include a thorough risk 

assessment of the school site and a series of 

potential adaptations to the arrangements 

that we are all used to. These changes may 

include: 

 a staggered approach to the start 

and finish times of the school day for 

the year groups named above 

 A part-time timetable 

 smaller class sizes  

 altering the classroom environment 

as much as possible such as changing 

their layout  

 changing the timetable to reduce the 

chance of year groups mixing. E.g. 

staggering break and lunchtimes  

 the continued promotion of regular 

hand washing  

As well as planning to ensure that the 

physical environment is as safe as possible, 

we will also be making the most of the 

flexibility to we have to provide support and 

education to every child. At the right time, 

this will focus upon: 

 pupils’ mental health and wellbeing  

 prioritising our high needs groups 
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 supporting those children in 

transition years so that they are 

ready to move on to the next stage 

of their education  

 making assessments of where pupils 

are in their learning in order to make 

any necessary changes to our 

curriculum over the period of the 

summer term. This will only happen 

when we feel it is right to do s 

 continuing to support pupils who are 

remaining at home 
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