
 

 

Newsletter 29. 29th May 2020 

 

Clarification  regarding Phased return of 

children to Woodmancote School 

 

 

As I have received a few emails this morning 

regarding our phased reopening, I thought I 

would send a short newsletter addressing 

some of your questions. I know that many of 

you are juggling work, childcare and a host of 

other things, so I’m sorry to have added to 

your issues by changing plans yesterday. 

 

Who will be returning to school on Monday 

1st? 

The school will only be open to the children 

of Key Workers and Vulnerable children for 

the first week. We now have 6 groups that 

we have to cater for, double what we had 

initially had. 

 

What is happening on Monday 1st June? 

On Monday  1st June the 6 Key Groups will be 

able to come to school from 10am. 

Woodpeckers will not be running in the 

morning, as all staff will be in for essential 

staff training.  

This start time is only for this date. At all 

other times, normal hours will apply. 

 

Am I entitled to send my child   to school 

if I am a key worker? 

Yes, you are, but you will need to complete a 

key worker form and relevant checks will be 

made.  Your child will then be allocated a 

group. 

 

How are your groups   arranged? 

At the moment groups are arranged in year 

order, so that children of similar ages are 

placed together.  We cannot exceed 15 in a 

group.  If we reach the maximum number for 

a group, we will establish a new group. As we 

are very close to the maximum in each group, 

it is likley that any new children of key 

workers will be placed in a mixed group. 

 

 

 

 

 

If my child is in a Key Group, will they be 

with their friends? 

We cannot guarrantee that children will be 

with their friends.  At the moment groups 

are arranged as such 

Group A Little Chestnuts and Reception 

Group B Year 1 

Group C Year 2/3 

Group D Year 3/4 

Group E Year 4/5 

Group F Year 5/6 

 

You will be receiving information as to which 

group your child is in later today. 

 

If we have further applications, a group G 

will need to be established from week 2, that 

will have children from Little Chestnuts to 

Year 6. This is because once a ‘bubble’ has 

been created, we cannot move children from 

one to another. 

 

If my child is in a Key Worker Group, but 

their Year Group then starts, can they 

swap groups? 

At the moment, our guidance from the 

Government is such that this would not be 

possible.  However, the Government is 

constantly changing their advice, so this may 

change, although there is no guarrantee. 

 

Will my child be able to order a packed 

lunch? 

If your child is in Reception,Year 1 or Year 2, 

they are entitled to Universal Infant Free 

School Meals, which will consist of a Packed 

Lunch provided by Caterlink. They do not 

have any choice as to sandwich filling. If your 

child is entitled to Free School Meals, you 

are asked to provide a packed lunch made up 

from your hamper. 
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What happens if I am late in getting my 

child to school or I forget to give them 

their lunch or water bottle? 

 

Unfortunately we are restricting movement 

in an out of school, so it is not possible for 

you to drop any items off throughout the day 

or to arrive outside the allocated times. 

 

Can I book my child into Woodpeckers? 

At the present time we are unable to offer 

any additional  places. Those who have been 

using Woodpeckers may continue to do so. 

 

What is happening on Friday Afternoons? 

Children in the Key Groups can be in school 

for all 5 days. However, when the Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 6 children do start in the 

classes, they will finish at the following 

times. 

Reception: 12noon 

Year 1:  12.15pm 

Year 6  12.30pm 

Friday afternoons will be used by the school 

to clean, reset and plan for the following 

week. Children will need collecting from 12 in 

the same staggered way as they would be on 

a full day. 

Children in the Key Groups can be picked up 

at 3.15pm. However, if you do not want them 

to stay all day, you may pick them up at 

12.45pm 

 

Will your plans change again? 

It was never our intention to change our 

plans at all, but we are constantly responding 

to both guidance from the Government, the 

Local Authority and  our own assessment of 

the situation.     We will review every Friday 

afternoon and work towards bringing 

children back as soon as possible. 

 

 

We recognise that our changes to the 

initial plan are not ideal and has caused 

some disappointment for some parents. 

However, we are working hard to reopen 

the school safely in order to avoid any 

spread of the virus. 

 

I’m sorry that some of you have had to 

change your plans, but I have a duty to 

both the children and staff at the school. 
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