
 

 

Newsletter 12. 8TH January 2021 

 

I’m sorry, but I have to say it, Happy New 

Year! 

 

Needless to say there has been an absence 

of good cheer amongst those in education 

since Mr Johnson’s announcement on Monday 

evening.  However, I hope that many of you 

will feel reassured of the arrangements we 

have put in place for the current situation we 

all find ourselves in. 

 

A very big and heartfelt thank you to all 

those parents who have taken the time to 

email your thoughts and best wishes. It has 

made a real difference to the staff. 

 

Remote Learning 

As you are aware this takes two forms; Paper 

based for those who do not have adequate 

internet access and Online for those who do. 

 

Following discussions within school and with 

some parents, I would like to outline a few 

things that we can and cannot realistically do 

going forwards. 

 

We can 

 Provide weekly packs of learning 

material for families who do not have 

adequate internet access 

 Meet remotely with children 

throughout the week to teach new 

concepts, set work or provide 

feedback. 

 Ensure that we post online 

worksheets and other activities that 

do not require parents and childrn to 

have access to a printer. We are very 

aware that this week we have 

sometimes set work that has 

required you to print stuff off and 

this has been very difficult for you.  

We will avoid doing this going 

forwards. 

 

 

 

 Provide an online readng scheme and 

this should be availabe very soon. 

 

We cannot 

 Photocopy packs for parents to have 

if their child is also accessing Online 

learning.  

 Respond to connection issues 

immediately whilst also teaching a 

session. We politely ask you to 

contact the Remote Teacher after 

they have finished delivering their 

input. 

Using the online assignments 

Please do not feel that you have to support 

your child to do the assignments at the exact 

time that they are posted. It may be that 

you want to go out as a family and the 

Remote Learning should not stop this or 

stand in the way of being together as a 

family. 

It is an expectation on schools that they 

provide 3-4 hours’ worth of learning each 

day, so please feel free to access as and 

when suits you and your family. 

Expectations for Online Behaviour 

In an ideal world we would like you to be very 

near your child as they meet their teacher 

online. However, we are also aware that many 

of you have work that you need to undertake 

at home. 

If a child misbehaves or uses language online 

that shows little respect to other children or 

the Remote Teacher and you are not in the 

vicinity, please be assured that the teacher 

will contact you at some point to let you 

know. 
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Meeting Rooms 

These will increasingly be used by staff to 

prevent children starting the session before 

the teacher. 

How to use your Xbox, Playstation,  

Smart Tv to access remote learning. 

If you don’t have multiple computers, laptops 

or ipads at home you may find that this 

simple guide will allow you to access remote 

learning through many internet enabled 

devices. There are also many YouTube videos 

available to guide you through the process. 

  

Xbox 

1. Plug a keyboard into the Xbox USB slot (or 

use your controller like a mouse) 

2. Go to my games and apps. 

3. Find Microsoft Edge and select. 

4. From here you can navigate to any website 

(Office 365 login, MS Teams etc) like you 

would on a laptop or ipad. 

5. You will then be able to access your 

remote learning. 

  

PlayStation 

1. Identify the PlayStation Internet browser 

icon (It is www with dots around it) 

2. Press the PlayStation logo on the 

controller. 

3. Go to the library and find options for 

games and applications. 

4. Go into applications and find the internet 

browser 

5. From here you can navigate to any website 

(Office 365 login, MS Teams etc) like 

you would on a laptop or ipad. 

6. You will then be able to access your 

remote learning. 

 Smart TV 

1. Smart TV’s are connected to the internet 

and by using your Smart TV remote 

you should be able to find the internet 

browser in one of the menus on your 

Smart TV. 

2. Once you have located the internet 

browser, from here you can navigate to 

any website (Office 365 login, MS 

Teams, Google etc) like you would on a 

laptop or ipad. 

3. You will then be able to access your 

remote learning. 

 

If you’re redeploying your console as a 

learning hub, it might also be good to revisit 

how to set up parental controls, maybe to 

limit any games your child has trouble prying 

themselves away from. 

On the Xbox One you do this through your 

child’s account. First, go into settings and 

find the family page. Now select your child’s 

account (if you don’t see their account, click 

“add a family member” and create or add an 

account for them.) You’ll now have access to 

a whole host of controls you can tailor to 

your kid’s needs, from privacy and online 

safety to web filtering. 

For the PS4, use the web browser to 

visit account.sonyentertainmentnetwork.com 

and sign in with the email address you used 

to set up your account. Select your account 

in the navigation bar at the top of the 

screen, then select family management. Once 

you’ve added a child’s account, you will get a 

similar suite of options, from spending limits 

to restricting certain apps or games to daily 

screen time. 

http://account.sonyentertainmentnetwork.com/
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Year Group expectations 
Remote teachers will be talking to children 

about the expectations they have about how 

sessions will work. This is a steep learning 

curve for everyone, so we hope that what 

they have to say makes sense to you and your 

child. Any issues, please contact the teacher. 

Special Educational Needs Support 

Mr Hoyle will be contacting parents of 

children with SEN over this period to ensure 

that everyone feels supported. He will want 

to know what work proved difficult, whether 

there were any particular issues and to offer 

help and guidance when needed.  He will feed 

back to the Remote Teachers in order to 

further support you in the coming week. 

Pastoral Support 

Mrs McNamee will continue to provide 

additional pastoral support, including helping 

families who may need access to the local 

foodbank, delivering learning packs when 

needed and offering support with emerging 

emotional issues that some of children may 

have. Please do not feel that you cannot call 

for support with things such as sleeping, 

anxiety, anger and isolation.  If she cannot 

help directly, she will signpost you to 

somewhere else. 

Positive Mental Health Challenge 

Well, this isn’t the way we would have chosen 

to start 2021 but we are certain we will all 

find our new routine soon.   

Our mental health and wellbeing is so very 

important especially in these strange times 

and so to encourage you to keep a positive 

mental attitude the NEST Team will be 

offering you a weekly challenge which will 

come to you via dojo. This will be 

an OPTIONAL task so please do not worry. 

However, if you do take part we in the NEST 

Team would love to see what you do to 

channel your positive behaviours & thoughts 

and so will be encouraging you to email in 

your comments, photographs and pictures to 

lmcnamee@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk 

 Positive Mental Health Challenge 1 will be 

posted via dojo on Monday 11th January.   

Communication between teachers and 

children 

We aim to stay in contact with children who 

are doing Paper Based learning through 

regular phone calls. These will be undertaken 

by the most appropriate person. This may be 

the Remote Teacher for the week, the 

Special Educational Needs Coordinator (Mr 

Hoyle) or Mrs McNamee. 

 

mailto:lmcnamee@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk
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