
 

 

 

 

Friday 11th June 2021 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you for your continued support in ensuring that we do not need to close Year 

Group ‘Bubbles’ because of any serious outbreaks of COVID. The safety measures 

we have in place, including the wearing of face masks on the school site, will 

continue for the time being, but I am writing to advise you of the latest guidance we 

have received from Public Health England (PHE). 

They have advised us that as of now, any child sent home because they are feeling 

unwell, in whatever way, should be sent home from school and take a lateral flow 

test (available free of charge from most Chemists) before returning to school. If they 

are showing any of the classic symptoms of a cough, fever or loss of taste, they 

should have a PCR Test. 

This does have implications going forwards, as often we are asked to assess how 

unwell a child is feeling and then make a judgment about whether it could possibly 

be COVID. It is now apparent, that with increases in cases and children not 

necessarily displaying classic COVID symptoms, the advice is that schools should be 

extra vigilant and cautious. 

We recognize that this will prove rather problematic at school, especially a primary 

school with young children, where they often state that they feel unwell. However, 

following a meeting with PHE this afternoon, our stance will need to be a little more 

stringent from next week.   

 If we do need to send a child home because they are generally feeling 

unwell, and their lateral flow test result shows negative, they can come 

straight back to school. If their test comes back positive then they should take 

a PCR test. 

 If we send a child home because they have a fever, persistent dry cough or 

have lost their sense of taste, they will be asked to isolate and should then 

have a PCR test, isolating for the prescribed period of time. 

Our ultimate aim is to suppress the spread of the virus, but I know many of you would 

also agree with me when I say, that we do not want to have to close any Year 

Group ‘Bubbles’, because of an outbreak, so we all need to be extra cautious. 

Can I please remind all parents to inform the school immediately if any child displays 

symptoms and/or receives a positive test result, even if it is at the weekend or during 

school holidays. Simply email me directly at head@woodmancote.gloucs.sch.uk   

Thank you in anticipation of your cooperation. 

G Tucker 
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