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Woodmancote School and Little Chestnuts
Anti-Bullying Policy

Designated Member of Staff S Johnson
Committee with responsibility Safeguarding Committee
Date of Issue December 2013
Frequency of Review 3 Yearly
Issue | Issue Date Summary of Changes
1 December 2013 New Policy
2 February 2015 Reviewed
3 June 2018 Incl Hate Crime and Peer on Peer Abuse
Updates from Year 6
4 June 2021 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/sy

stem/uploads/attachment data/file/182421/DFE-RRO98.pdf
References to new Relationship and Behaviour Policy

5 December 2021 No changes

6 September 2023 Reference to Behaviour in Schools publication
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-in-
schools--2

Reference to further resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-in-
schools--2/further-quidance-and-resources-for-supporting-
behaviour-in-schools

Changes to peer on peer to child on child

Section 32-34

Greater focus on cyber-crime/hate

7 Sep‘l‘ember‘ 2024 Keeping children safe in education - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
Inclusion of reference: (pp3-4)
Part 2: the management of safeguarding

The section on children who are lesbian, gay, bisexual or
gender questioning has been updated
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/182421/DFE-RR098.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/182421/DFE-RR098.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-in-schools--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-in-schools--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-in-schools--2/further-guidance-and-resources-for-supporting-behaviour-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-in-schools--2/further-guidance-and-resources-for-supporting-behaviour-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-in-schools--2/further-guidance-and-resources-for-supporting-behaviour-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
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Statement of Intent

We are committed to providing a caring, friendly and safe environment for all of our pupils so they can
learn in a relaxed and secure atmosphere. Bullying of any kind is unacceptable at our school. If bullying
does occur, all pupils should be able to fell and know that incidents will be dealt with promptly and
effectively within our Relational approach (See Relatinship and Behaviour Policy) We are a TELLING
school. This means that anyone who knows that bullying is happening should be able to tell the staff.

What Is Bullying?

Bullying is the use of aggression with the intention of hurting another person. Bullying results in pain
and distress to the victim.

Bullying can be:

e Emotional persistently being unfriendly, excluding, formenting (e.g. hiding books,
threatening gestures) and making them feel worthless

e Physical pushing, kicking, hitting, punching or any use of violence

e Racist racial taunts, graffiti, gestures

e Sexual unwanted physical contact or sexually abusive comments

e Homophobic because of, or focussing on the issue of sexuality

e Verbal name-calling, sarcasm, spreading rumours, teasing

e Cyber All areas of internet, such as email & internet chat room misuse
Mobile threats by text messaging & calls

Misuse of associated technology , i.e. camera & video facilities
KCSIE 2024
Part 2: the management of safeguarding
The section on children who are lesbian, gay, bisexual or gender questioning has been updated

For now, this section remains under review until the response to the gender questioning children

consultation and final guidance have been published.

In the meantime, you shouldn't make any changes to your policies and procedures in response to the draft
gender questioning children guidance. You must, of course, continue to fulfil your legal duty to protect and
support your trans pupils and staff.

The phrase 'gender questioning' has replaced the word 'trans'.
This section reflects that the Cass review:

e TIdentified that caution is necessary for children questioning their gender as there are still unknowns
around the impact of social transition, and that children may have wider vulnerability, such as complex
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https://consult.education.gov.uk/equalities-political-impartiality-anti-bullying-team/gender-questioning-children-proposed-guidance/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/equalities-political-impartiality-anti-bullying-team/gender-questioning-children-proposed-guidance/
https://schoolleaders.thekeysupport.com/uid/0ae3a4fd-0c4d-4c88-85cd-fe2e4f9b34c7/
https://schoolleaders.thekeysupport.com/uid/78dd1ec2-cb85-45fc-9bec-ed3712bcaa45/
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mental health and psychosocial needs, and in some cases, autism spectrum disorder and/or attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder

e Recommended that when families/carers are making decisions about support for gender questioning
children, they should be encouraged to seek clinical help and advice. This should be done as early as
possible when supporting pre-pubertal children

KCSTIE says your school should take a cautious approach to support a gender questioning child and:
e Consider the broad range of the individual's needs

e Do this in partnership with their parents (except in rare circumstances where involving parents would
bring a significant risk of harm to the child)

¢ Include any clinical advice that is available

Consider how to address wider vulnerabilities, such as the risk of bullying

It's also important for staff to ‘create a culture' where pupils can speak out or share any concerns with staff
(previously it was to ‘provide a safe space’ for pupils to do this).

Bullying and Hate Crimes

There is no legal definition of a hate crime. However, the police and the CPS have an agreed
definition of hate crime as:

any criminal offence which is perceived by the victim or any other person, to be motivated by
hostility or prejudice based on a person's race or perceived race; religion or perceived religion;
sexual orientation or perceived sexual orientation; disability or perceived disability and any
crime motivated by hostility or prejudice against a person who is transgender or perceived to
be transgender.

There is a distinction between a hate crime and a hate incident.

A hate incident is any incident which the victim, or anyone else, thinks is based on someone's
prejudice towards them because of their race, religion, sexual orientation, disability or because
they are transgender.

Reference: CPS guidance

However, a hate incident does not necessarily break the law. Where a hate incident amounts to a
criminal offence, and is based on one of the five protected characteristics, it is known as a hate
crime.

The type of conduct which will be considered as a hate incident is wide ranging and includes the
following:
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verbal abuse-in person or online

harassment-in person or online

bullying or intimidation-in person or online

physical attacks

threats of violence-in person or online

hoax calls, abusive phone or text messages, hate mail
online abuse

displaying or circulating discriminatory literature or posters-in person or online
graffiti

arson

throwing rubbish in a garden; and

malicious complaints. -in person or online

Why is it Important to Respond to Bullying?

Bullying hurts. No one deserves fo be a victim of bullying. Everybody has the right to be treated with
respect. Pupils who are bullying need to learn different ways of behaving.

Children are Bullied

Children who are bullied can experience negative physical, school, and mental health issues. Children
who are bullied are more likely to experience:

Depression and anxiety, increased feelings of sadness and loneliness, changes in sleep and eating
patterns, and loss of interest in activities they used fo enjoy. These issues may persist into
adulthood.

Health complaints (physical and mental)

Decreased academic achievement and school participation. They are more likely to miss, skip, or
drop out of school.

Schools have a responsibility to respond promptly and effectively to issues of bullying.

Objectives of this Policy

All governors, teaching and non-teaching staff, pupils and parents should have an understanding
of what bullying is.

All governors and teaching and non-teaching staff should know what the school policy is on
bullying, and follow it when bullying is reported.

All pupils and parents should know what the school policy is on bullying, and what they should do
if bullying arises.

As a school we take bullying seriously. Pupils and parents should be assured that they will be
supported when bullying is reported.
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e Bullying will not be tolerated.
Signs and Symptoms

A child may indicate by signs or behaviour that he or she is being bullied. Adults should be aware of
these possible signs and that they should investigate if a child:

e is frightened of walking to or from school

e doesn't want to go on the school / public bus

e begs to be driven to school

¢ changes their usual routine

e is unwilling to go to school (school phobic)

e begins to truant

e becomes withdrawn anxious, or lacking in confidence
e starts stammering

e attempts or threatens suicide or runs away

e cries themselves to sleep at night or has nightmares
e feelsill in the morning

e begins to do poorly in school work

e comes home with clothes torn or books damaged

¢ has possessions which are damaged or " go missing"
o asks for money or starts stealing money (to pay bully)
¢ has dinner or other monies continually "lost"

¢ has unexplained cuts or bruises

e comes home starving (money / lunch has been stolen)
e becomes aggressive, disruptive or unreasonable

e is bullying other children or siblings

e stops eating

e is frightened to say what's wrong

e gives improbable excuses for any of the above

e is afraid to use the internet or mobile phone

e is nervous & jumpy when a cyber message is received

These signs and behaviours could indicate other problems, but bullying should be considered a
possibility and should be investigated

Procedures

1. All strategies will be within our Relational Framework

2. Report bullying incidents to staff
3. Incases of bullying, the incidents will be recorded by staff
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4. In serious cases parents should be informed and will be asked to come in to a meeting to discuss
the problem

5. If necessary and appropriate, police will be consulted
6. The bullying behaviour or threats of bullying must be investigated and the bullying stopped quickly

7. An attempt will be made to help the bully (bullies) change their behaviour, by attempting fo
understand why they behave in the way they do.

Outcomes

1.  The bully (bullies) may be asked to genuinely apologise. Other consequences may take place in line
with our Relational Practice. (Please see Relationship and Behaviour Policy) In serious cases,
suspension or even exclusion will be considered

2. If possible, the pupils will be reconciled

3. After the incident / incidents have been investigated and dealt with, each case will be monitored
to ensure repeated bullying does not take place.

Prevention

Our PSHE Scheme (Jigsaw) and our taught curriculum will create an environment where children feel
safe and secure and able to report any incidences of bullying. However, we also recognise that all
members of the school community need to remain vigilant to the potential of bullying and take steps to
address aspects of 'hate’ in both lessons and in how they and the children in their care, conduct
themselves throughout the school day.

Child on Child Abuse (previously known as peer on peer abuse)
The following sections are from KCSIE 23

32. All staff should be aware that children can abuse other children (often referred to as child-on-
child abuse), and that it can happen both inside and outside of school or college and online. All staff
should be clear as to the school'’s or college’s policy and procedures with regard to child-on-child abuse
and the important role they have to play in preventing it and responding where they believe a child may
be at risk from it.

33. All staff should understand that even if there are no reports in their schools or colleges it does
not mean it is not happening, it may be the case that it is just not being reported. As such it is important
if staff have any concerns regarding child-on-child abuse they should speak to their designated
safeguarding lead (or a deputy).

34. It is essential that all staff understand the importance of challenging inappropriate behaviours
between children, many of which are listed below, that are abusive in nature. Downplaying certain
behaviours, for example dismissing sexual harassment as " just banter”, " just having a laugh”, "part of
growing up” or “"boys being boys" can lead fo a culture of unacceptable behaviours, an unsafe
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environment for children and in worst case scenarios a culture that normalises abuse leading to children
accepting it as normal and not coming forward to report it.

35. Child-on-child abuse is most likely to include, but may not be limited to:

* bullying (including cyberbullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying)

+ abuse in intimate personal relationships between children (sometimes known as ‘teenage relationship
abuse’)

* physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing physical harm
(this may include an online element which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages physical abuse)

+ sexual violence, such as rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault; (this may include an online
element which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages sexual violence)

+ sexual harassment,such as sexual comments, remarks, jokes and online sexual harassment, which may
be standalone or part of a broader pattern of abuse

* causing someone o engage in sexual activity without consent, such as forcing someone to strip, touch
themselves sexually, or to engage in sexual activity with a third party

+ consensual and non-consensual sharing of nude and semi-nude images and/or videos (also known as
sexting or youth produced sexual imagery)

- upskirting, which typically involves taking a picture under a person's clothing without their permission,
with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks to obtain sexual gratification, or cause the
victim humiliation, distress, or alarm, and

+ initiation/hazing type violence and rituals (this could include activities involving harassment, abuse or
humiliation used as a way of initiating a person into a group and may also include an online element).

The determination of whether behaviour is developmental, inappropriate or abusive will hinge around
the related concepts of true consent, power imbalance and exploitation. This may include children and
young people who exhibit a range of sexually problematic behaviour such as indecent exposure, obscene
telephone calls, fetishism, bestiality and sexual abuse against adults, peers or children.

Developmental Sexual Activity encompasses those actions that are to be expected from children and
young people as they move from infancy through to an adult understanding of their physical, emotional
and behavioural relationships with each other. Such sexual activity is essentially information gathering
and experience testing. It is characterised by mutuality and of the seeking of consent.

Inappropriate Sexual Behaviour can be inappropriate socially, in appropriate to development, or both.
In considering whether behaviour fits into this category, it is important to consider what negative
effects it has on any of the parties involved and what concerns it raises about a child or young person.
It should be recognised that some actions may be motivated by information seeking, but still cause
significant upset, confusion, worry, physical damage, etc. it may also be that the behaviour is “acting
out” which may derive from other sexual situations to which the child or young person has been exposed.
If an act appears to have been inappropriate, there may still be a need for some form of behaviour
management or intervention. For some children, educative inputs may be enough to address the
behaviour.
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Abusive sexual activity included any behaviour involving coercion, threats, aggression together with
secrecy, or where one participant relies on an unequal power base.

Assessment

In order to more fully determine the nature of the incident the following factors should be given
consideration. The presence of exploitation in terms of:

¢ Equality - consider differentials of physical, cognitive and emotional development, power and
control and authority, passive and assertive tendencies

e Consent - agreement including all the following:

O

O O O O O

Understanding of what is proposed based on age, maturity, development level, functioning
and experience

Knowledge of society's standards for what is being proposed

Awareness of potential consequences and alternatives

Assumption that agreements or disagreements will be respected equally

Voluntary decision

Mental competence

e Coercion - the young perpetrator who abuses may use techniques like bribing, manipulation and
emotional threats of secondary gains and losses that is loss of love, friendship, etc. Some may
use physical force, brutality or the threat of these regardless of victim resistance.

In evaluating sexual behaviour of children and young people, the above information should be used only

as a guide.

The School will make use of the Online Pupil Survey (through GHLL) in order fo review current
procedures in dealing with bullying, responding as necessary to what we are being told by pupils.

Cyber Bullying

Parents:

e Tell your child not to respond or retaliate, but be assertive

e Talk to your child about cyber bullying.

e Teach your child to behave online.

e Check the privacy settings on their online accounts.

e Remind them to keep personal information private e.g. address.
e Report and block abuse.

e Find out how your child's school deals with cyber bullying.

Child:
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e Tell someone and report abuse.

e Prevent communication.

e Don't respond or retaliate.

e If your parents don't check your privacy settings, you check them.

¢ When playing games make sure you don't make friends with strangers.

HELP ORGANISATIONS:

Childline http://www.childline.org.uk
Bullying Online www.bullying.co.uk
Think uknow (CEOP website) http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk

Visit the Kidscape website www.kidscape.org.uk for further support, links and advice.
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Safeguarding Policies

Policies currently allocated to Premises-
December 2017 which have a
Safeguarding element

Acceptable Use

Accessibility Policy, Audit and Plan

Allegations against Staff

Anaphylaxis Awareness and Monitoring

Anti-Bullying

Disability Discrimination Policy and Plan

Attendance

Business Continuity Plan

Children in Care

Emergency Asthma Inhaler Policy

Children with Health Needs Who Cannot Attend School

Code of Conduct

Fire Risk Policy and Risk Assessments

Complaints

Health and Safety Policy

Cyber Security

Lone Working Policy

Educational Visits

Lettings Policy

Equality

Security Policy

Flexi-Schooling policy

Records Management Policy

Governor's Behaviour Statement

Intimate Care

Lockdown

Online Safety

Preventing Radicalisation

Recruitment and Selection

Recruitment of Ex-Offenders

Relationship and Behaviour

Restrictive Physical Intervention

Safeguarding and Child Protection

SEN

Supporting children with medical needs

Volunteers in School
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